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Community climate coaches – building the future 
together

Regional carbon neutrality roadmap and participatory 
climate work

Simo Haanpää, Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional Council
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Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional Council

• “Strategic Planner, Agile Developer and Coordinating Promotor of 
Interests”

• A joint authority for Helsinki-Uusimaa with 26 member 
municipalities.  

• Main operational tasks are regional land-use planning and the 
promotion of local and regional interests. 

• We articulate common regional needs, long term development 
goals and conditions for sustainable development.

• Steered by an Regional Assembly and Regional Board, elected 
by the municipalities
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Carbon neutral

Helsinki-Uusimaa 

Region 2030
Regional program 2021

Climate Roadmap 2030 

(Updated 2022) 

Carbon neutral

Finland by 2035 
Climate law 2022

National Energy and Climate

Strategy 2021 

Low carbon roadmaps for 

industries 2020

Climate neutral

EU 2050

- 55 % 2030
(Green Deal 2019)

Helsinki-Uusimaa will be Well Ahead in 2030
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Transport, district heating and electricity are

the three largest emission sectors in Helsinki-Uusimaa Region

+ 

Consumption

based emissions
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Carbon neutral

Helsinki-Uusimaa 

region 2030

The roadmap

towards a common

goal



Implementing the Climate roadmap – cooperation as a 

starting point for systemic change

Cooperation

Pionee-
ring

Effectiveness

Latest
informa

tion

Carbon neutral

Helsinki-

Uusimaa 

Region

Funding

Quintuple helix –

working model ecosystem,

development and innovation

portfolios

Selection criteria for measures, 

detailed emission calculations

Studies, surveys, 

emission monitoring

Active follow-up, communication, 

project brainstorming workshops
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Public 
sector

RDI

sector
Private
sector

Co-

operation

Society

Environment

Climate Pact, PPPP,

Nudging, civic panel

debates, accelerator

Planetary boundaries, 

monitoring
Regions as 

facilitators for 

systemic change
”Quintuple Helix -

model”

Towards co-

development with

innovation

ecosystems and 

piloting
Environment responsibility, 

climate commitments

(AVIA Network Green Deal

Manifesto, PPP work in Espoo)

Engine, facilitator, 

navigator, financier

Solution provider

Regional Innovation 

Strategy (RIS3)

Climate

neutrality
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Im
p
a
c
t

Influence

National / Cross-

regional activites

and processes

supporting regional

mitigation work

Tasks and projects

central to reaching

shared regional

mitigation goals, 

requiring regional

cooperation

Processes outside 

of active mitigation

work

’Low-hanging

fruits’, mitigation

work of individual

actors or

municipalites

Key to successful

mitigation work: 

Finding your own

strenghts and 

priorities AND best

places and 

cooperation

structures of 

impact



Competence and creativity.

Security and urban renewal.

Welcome to the modern 

metropolis by the sea!

uudenmaanliitto.fi/en @Uudenmaanliitto My Uusimaa/uudenmaanliitto



Helsinki-Uusimaa Circular Valley



Systemic change in Energy sector

P2X , new

synthetic fuel

development

by LUT, 

Wärtsilä and 

St1

Smart 

energy 

mix
Virtual power 

plants utilizing 

elasticity of 

demand by 

Siemens and 

VR Group

Excess 

heat from 

Data-

center by 

Nivos

Geo-

thermal 

energy for 

CHP-

system

Heat from 

waste water 

treatment 

plant by 

Fortum

Deep Heat 

project by 

St1, Fortum 

and city of 

Espoo

Helsinki 

Energy 

Challenge 

by Helen

Solar 

energy by 

City of 

Hanko

W2E, Heat 

storage, 

CCS and 

P2X by 

Vantaa 

Energy Ltd
Excess 

heat from 

Kilpilahti 

by Helen

Biogas 

from agro-

ecological 

symbiosis 

by Nivos

Bioenergy 

in local 

power 

plants

Bioenergy 

in local 

power 

plants

Heat and 

cool from 

sea water 

by Helen

Modernisation

of electric grid: 

renewable 

energies and 

storages by 

Fingrid
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Fast and fair 

energy transition

Smart and 

emission-free 

mobility

Climate neutral 

circular 

economy

Sustainable 

consumption 

and production

Climate smart 

land use and 

construction 

Carbon sinks 

and emission 

compensation

Carbon Neutral

Helsinki-

Uusimaa 

Region

2035

Six focus areas of regional climate work
Including 42 policy lines
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Population growth

Climate change

Biodiversity loss

Resource scarcity

Growing consumption

Pandemics

Digitalization

Transformation of 

work

Global challenges and regional development

➢We need systemic change
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